A Pennworld Poem
London to Kathmandu

Hi,
Found this the other day amongst my stuff. | was on the Pennworld London to Kathmandu sk1069
Also completed africa overland in 1984 with Exodus

Lionel

Perth

Western Australia
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The bus Ledt Peamiondd sharp at edght, bound east for
| ‘ Katmandu
With 37 passergers and a basie arew of Z.
One guy came on at Dover awnd 4n Edlndhoven, 2 more.
The last paix foined in Wwetzburg, now we numbered 44,
We sped cn down £o Salizburg, fhe days and Ké floshed by.
Wo didn't see much sunshine {on the raimcfouds An Tne sky.
But in sunny Yugoslovia, the schedule fell Lo bits
As frequent slops were commonplace 'tause éomegne had the

Now af the bosder infe Greece, we han to change owt doucn,
Rut down the road the bank was closed and back we had 2o go.
To the boader past where we compdled Fhe Lovgest quede in
J . Gregce,
‘£l someone banged upen the desk and the teller yelled
TPOLICEDY

One day spent on Baigsdi beach, Tnen on Lo Tatanbul,

Where we spent pur Lime in a great hotel - Pemn £udps Gie
nevern duld.

But seeing sights abl day some girls found out where danges
Lo les

Fon bums were winched and #£its were squeezed by enthusinstic

' Tutks.

So mosi girds wabked in 73 and 38 4in onden Lo avedd LT,

While othens fouwred the fown alene ~ you sce they quite
enfoyed Lt]

A Wali and Banbena webhed Anto a cafe owned by a Tuik,

Sae sLipped, and grabbed fhis Turnk's delight and gave <1
©such a ferk |

That his expression quickly chumged - A% vidped auay his amink,

He made an explorntion to enswne {1 would SLLLL work.

Tn sun we £:4f and headed south Zo T&ag and Pergamon,
To Ephesus. which hds Loos with views and a Little odeon.
But on thir tnip the hainpin bends were tight and good xcads

Lwak o, ..
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As David wheeled Lne bus around, L sometimes schaped L8
anse.
Aften Pamakkale's camp, we drove xo ‘Side where we staved
In a shady wood by a sandy beach and a barbeque was made.
we aﬁﬁ ate well and drant our 400 and preity iina (e
h
"Ll some drunken Dum fell on fhe 5¢ﬁe and ba&bbaued LA
ﬂu,gh
At Zhis Lime, Monnis Flahenty deternmined 2o dephave
The minds and souls and bodica of abl the folhk whe crave
The bright, congenial atmosphere you 4{ind inside o wub
As a substitute Lets Ansiliute "Penn's Overnlfand Wine Club'
The enfarance fec was minimal and you don't buy mary uauaﬁé
Buf <ts 3 o join and 7 Zo stay, "That's boftles, mate,
- et vounda’,
And evenyone enfouzd it ih,ﬁudiﬁg John The Raf,
Bui he onfy fodned 'cawse dainks wene 5Fee and his
appetife was fdrge.

The crossing into Synda brought the §inst of ourn xough
COmicA

In a pight so ftdf""é we pitched cun fends by the E,{,gm_ ¢4

”Qﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ Lamoas .

 Some people Left the camp Lo wash in a &3aeam they epcd

. ro Adund

Butl a Syrian they mel sugaesied thew use his bathncom -

wasn' £ he hkind?
Next menning we rose carly and diove fo the casthe

| Des Chevalien,

Waleh Crusaders 4rom England captuned 4in a batilfe theu

fousht one day,
But a stecp aﬂp&aarh and* winding xoad combined made orex

o | . biva balk

So outl we climbed, were 5hown the way and up we had fo

' walle.

Then affer Lunch wz founneyed Fasi across xh@.tip o
Lebanos

Down a dusdy noad where yeorns age camel aa,auané had geie

With the setting sun behind, we sped info a new focafe

Where vibrant music bieﬂdzd with wild views to iaise
r*m!zaﬁc
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Tue followang day, some folk arcse before the shy was grey
To climb a mount and observe the stard of a sparkiing
desent day.
It was wonth the Loil o4 the uphiff 4ight fo watch the
| Lnsukgent binth
spread shommenrding Light with shattering wight from the tip
o motnen eanth
Ait onb, disitonted, raised its chown inexcrably ga<ning
height,
Each inch upthnust stole traets of fand 4rom gast ne-
| Arneating ndght,
That ingernc'd ball ascended high, omwipotently to claim
The night to qule and fonge the Life of abk in Lits domain.
With blisterndng heat fo shiaivel and hifl its minions thenre
\ pelow |
Un gently warm all foams of Life, encournaging them 1o ghow.

Seme fhad pony nides orn breakfast free {rom Looals who. woulid
} ask us
To eat with them on nide thein conts, befoxe -going %o

- Demsasors,
We spent a day goding hound Lhe city, visiting eveny sight
Celebrating Garry’s 1182 with divmen and cake that night,

The next day found ws at Jerash whose elintical stone-paved

Aok
Was such a treal we viewed the stheet with a modicum o4
desoasn,
The hicavens opened, radn teamed down, &% didn't hefp oun
meod
To fand cur olothes Locked in the beot asnd have vegetarian
_ food.
We paused while passing through Amman and. just had time io

AQe

The majon sdghts before dropping in fer Philadefphia tea.

That cvendng, camped nean Petna, passcd quild socially in
a bar

Which was newly-budlt. round ancient rock, cn effect
apectaculan,
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We noamed next day through caves which had in cases many
ROOMS

And gound ot Last that they had been old Nabathian fombs. .

Ouwr path Led down into a gorge whose rock walls, steep
and figh, |

Had such complicated sculpiune that They o4t obscured the

| . shy.
The shades of colour visible were predominently blues
With yetlow, green, red, orangs, brown in multinmmernows
. hues .

Each subtle change of Lighting splashed the rock with
Eluing fine,

Which shone and glowed and smocthly feowed as sunfight
angfed highenr.

The fLong defile down which we walhed coubd not quent the

shoeck
04 the awful sight c¢f Patra, which i8 carved {rom Living
ook,

Each cubdic inch of space they'd galned was carved by
someone’ s hand
In theatrnes, temples, houses, stairns 4o vumerous in Hhis
2y Land,
“The mind-enghoved {mpression from this panchamic viow
Was Lndustriious business peoplfe and Auch secwiity they
: b,

Soon owr aoad Lad South to Aqaba and the waumly, wondrious
. s021e
0f organdzed, disciplined purpese shown by saifons o4
MY Queen,
They Lended us and entertained both on board and ashore
With Buitish hospitafity - we couldn'i ash fon mene,

Returning Nonth, we feound the sight, it's view as Zruly
: _ | - grand

Frem which ofd Modes podated put the Israelites'
"Promised Land".

Then down we went to Dead Sea Lzvel, its sakty faste we
Loathed -

Poreen was &0 damned keen fo suim, she {lLoated fully

- clothed!
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Cun scocnd ston-chf £n Amman was {404ed with busy shopping

To buy dearn Sue a birthday cake, all Apongy With cream
Zopping.

A private, small agfaii we'd planned, s0 with consdderation

e waited #4480 you'd gone o bed, then had oun celebration.

Long days were spent aboard the bus o desont wild we crossed

A witdenness beredt of Life where many souls are Lost.

Vot ifs vasiness holds temptation and LLs silence offers
DAL,

1£s beauty £ies within {13 heart, but if wigifance should
cease

And temptation fon those rarest gifts of 2ide showld you
allune

Into its web, Then go prepared, on youlLL die There fon suie.

When desent night, in cloudfess sky, wuiives beware The moown

14 can Leave abf nommal sense dntact but sieal your heart

' too A000.

This gently noliing sandy sea sved by buf 4in owr wake,

The road incised it smooth and {Laf cé on a minnored Lake.,

But ifs innen seli kemained unfouched no malten how much dust

Was chuined ancund by men who daifles and vainly scnatched
A48 st '

e fock one day to scoun Baghdad, bur didn't §ind the Thied
And at this point our Pewacordd Tilp was sadly touched with
ﬁ’i{:&f}':

Fon Banbana hod to {8y back home - sie'd ?aaﬁﬁg gone througkh
: ?M,

But uncomolaining Afuck L& out and now we wish her well,

SHIR at this time ouk Rogen's missing - this neally will

net de
Fon wiife he teies fo cafch wus ap we'ne down Lo 41

A fap of place xofation nound the bub A now compfele

So Tony said that we shoufd change the partner on owr seatl.

A cunsony glance was all he fook white drifting down Zhe
aisle

Rut we noticed sotisfaction An adls sel4-indubgent smile.,
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One desent monn, we woke 41 mdat L4f by a waleny suil,
We packed up shanp and Launched upon a 600k fn _
Through ugly shale Wilks Laced with pipes and pock-marked
new with schub
We touned, and neswwvrected scon Penn's Biscuit-Eating ClLub.
Refinenies passed, great gouts of fLame perfonmed Lhedr
Liching mime
While we pushed on nelentlessly, fusi Lnying Lo make up L0
Shont Bitight came and quichly passed, then darhness sprec:
Ls Arroud .
But shaned Zhe nigat with §ull moon bright, in sky devoedld ¢
cloud.,
We motored on into the dush, in puwipose undefenred
As outside blue-tinged sifven Light disclosed that nothing
siinned
Ir. the cold and guiet of mountain night, with silence hushc
yel Loud,
weaved and futned as up we scared neak sny ausfere v
proud.
To choss The mountaint brought us through a gorge both deey
and wide
Which bfue-sifvescd phosphoiescence Limaed s0 gentfy aithe:
' sdde
That sharp depicasions of £s face, contonted as L spasms,
Conveyged Lo the cbscrven's eye foreboding eerie ohaims,
And moonbight- niiped by jagged rock thaew shadows deen and
LRack,
Tn ravines we crossed whene bridges spanned these datriens
_ to cus Taach
This eerfeness pervaded abl, imagined more Lhan sCun
As alpe §ull moon commenced fo spdn LA mystic gossmman
. sheen.
Such atmosphere might welf <nvoke a cleardy sounded kiedl
As yawning gaps bittem from the rech assumed the moutl of

W

o)
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i netf.
tindaunted sti82, v pounded on and chased elusive Lights
0f awiften-moving vehicles all nacing fos the hefahts.

Thus up the cbimb with ease we sped, arising as a oixd

Tn dense night air, sc moist and cool the harnd-weried
Leopand putici.

On soft-dubled senses, vistas plaged of cuysial aparkd ing
gt

Which goauged by time, height, space and pace, suggesd the

| | gdgt of §light.
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Thaouoh new, shanp cutfings elegt Lo help i Light 2his
, WELLLAN AOGe
e mohed, L just befow the sky we caugrl Ine subitie
_ ahange
04 cdiont in the engdnes pulse, we'd crested, then whereas

L
The Foil had been so Long uphilff, we roblfed down fo Shiraz.

Noxt day, ocuwh courdier told us afl "I'm surl gyou'Le enjoy
this -

Welne o4f to visit rudns, which are called 'Pensepclis

e ncamed the sife fen quite some Lime, Thon to the bus we

’ hawn

To pass Long howes as best we could on the road to Tafahan,

Wheae everny night by gentle Light, Zhe bridges Ao ttly
lowed

it auna'd mist whife dowa betow the turbid water {Lowed.

But cof the sights 1 can’l compare G solilary one

To the gandens of the Shah abbas, £{X by a dying sun.

t i

One mosning, Roger came back home with sfouies really hairy

04 siceping on a Table fop with seme Jordwiian 4aity,

who'd put his horoun dead at rdsk, Rog tacught the bed was
fhee

But such high price o preference forced 4ot Ponpworld Compant

The Zast night some {olk went to fown, but those wao tuanod
L earty

worne wobon by some Aussie drunks, whese wood was dour and

. <"J Wig o
"Pipo doun!" yelled John, and so0 Zhey did bui peace did noZ
‘gi Long

Till Jan rushed in, with temper §fared, and fLashed them
- LLTh hen Tongue,
This wuckus had the good effect, and brother den'f 1 know LX
0f stopping Graham's nightmare calks and nighimares 404
| ' . this poel.

Theugh five shonit houns spent in Tehenan wore all that we
coulfd spare
Theu were enough o si{nk a beer along wiln wellf-coohed fane.
Oun path then Lay through nugged heights, 4 £and:§ide had
_ : gLt
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nifl nocks amined down a0 fast they Left the vision blwoeed. S
Thay strwek Zhe bus &l dewn ore side Like §ield gun
detonation
But tiiplex windows Look ihe shock, they proved fo be
B salvation,
e swept down to the Caspian Sea and night road o Gorgan
hone a founist house was our abode, quite cheap, yei spdck
and Apan.

Next day, we fooh a road where tnees netaived a tenuous hold
On rocky sLopes, LThein autumn tints nanged from the patesi
gokd
To deepest ned, but soon fhey thinned as our noad edimbed
- ahnead
And we ran on, o see by night fhe aofd mosgue Ln Mesned.

1128 el to you a Little Zate - Lt's just 1o make o break -
How pennilessly we found ¢ caje avd tried to ghab a Ateak.
v Tranian did a meal deaf and sadld give me a neal ridk,
Denanding with such neal zeal that we woubd both a niaf peel
Téywe had had a neal wial neel, but as we could cold siakd
:t? i ﬁee’{z
To take to heeo was own {ceal and Zhe veal meal Lost alk
appeadl

bl
L

e chossed into Afghanistan and made out siep fhat night
Hewat, whene we mel ofhen Penn folk. Oh, Load! UWhat a sighil
Thoy dnessed so weld and reven camped, but wewnt to bed on Time,
145 betfer on the aymphe's fadp - SK few aixty-nine,
Chuis, Robyn, Max, Noreen and Rog Jodred up with in Henat,
A wedding 4n the fea gardens, on eush.ioned nugs they sal,
Thay did not see the buide and groom, but shared Lthe wedding
| ' | feast
White cutside, people danced and sqng untdl the music ceased.

T the seventh weeh, the mwoans began - "These noads ane afwags
buompy™.
1t would appest some folk are ondy happy when they're grumpy.
"The musdc's bad", ok "That's my Seat”, or "Why can't we have
- ' money?"



Anothen 04 spaniing thus would make ihe fighting funny
But on poiat oure Logic snags, L€ jurd can't correlate -
Why people travel overland when obulously Lhey hate
Long houns niding in the bus; non cav good reason fLnd
Excuses why when sunshine comes £they kauvld down yards of

| . bind.
On id T might, despite hindséght, the Laai rewnite, 4t

might be spife

When Light quite thite, thein eyes might smite,
The sfight white sdight they f4ignt. |

And so next day to Kandahar, a Lovely Little Lown.

Our hotef was The Asdia, The Mayfain just {ell down.

Then on o Kebul, where ve had & day to walk and shop
Befone we bused fo Bamiyan, a minon six-hour hop,

But Kabuf food had its effect, 1 guecs we knew L& should
With Lots of paper-work, we formed "The Penn Tradll-Marking

CLub™!
Depanting Kabul through the george, we saw out Loaluous
CoULS €
Which wound and twisted sfowly down, that picfure hif with
force

Upon the {nner eue of mind, then by casder road, we ran

To the border poil where we crossed cven dnfo Pakistan.

The money-fenders offened cash - perkaps they thought Lo
jehe

Buf we were deadly sealous Lo sell onn womendofl,

For Sue fhey bid £10,000, 2 camels and some hay -

She wasn't keen, vowed she'd improve, and a0 we Lel hen

/ sdouy!

The Khybes Pass Through which we drove was rcughly hewn
from nock

And had been sfommed 4fnom eithex side by men cf stundy
stoch,

Until at Bast fhe guns Lay qudet and peace Fhen has rufed

But {3 the peace a permanence - o are we beding gooled?

With mest sights seen and swimming done, we packed up and
drove on
To come at fast fo India - buit Lest Anjo and Ton
With visa problems. They twwed nound and went back Zo
| Lahone.
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We motoned on, with one night stop to a one mile high fake-
Ahohe

And so we came Zo Sadnigat, the highlight of ire Leur,

Whene Tony planned the bedroom scend. A0 quenyone could
ACORL,

o schemed with cate for severak weehs and meAtl of us WAL
Lisrted

In such o way we'd "have £t 04", on this point he insdlsted!

The best Laid plans of mice and men are apt Lo go astuy

Bt #he neasons fox his fallune, Tony doesan’Z kriow fedad.

The pains were made, Zhe eime. wns night, the scene wis caln
and sTALL,

14 he doesn'L yel bpow what went wiong, perhaps he never wil

Bui as the aule of 10 percent 10 ub he'd aquarely put,

we pressured meichanis, who confesced some cowrians took

thein cul.
And though Penmvonidens haggled hand for carpeds nieh An
pile,
For huives and precious siones, Fhe menchants alwys woie 4
smiLe.,

We dnove dwo days to Delhi, then had Lwe more days to sag

The aights for whinh @ hus toun helped, 4t Legl us vne day
Anee

Rt stomach troubizs plaguad some folhs, @ few were very AL

And Dee said she wouwld biuing the doc 20 pote, she'd nai the
b.ilf.

With carcdul medicalion, Pete wis Auon ot good old pal

And we moved on 2o Agra, 1o view the Tad Mahal.

Wo saw it in fhe moonfight, at sunilse 100.

Then dashed back 4in the noonday sur 10 just admine the viow

Apd cven as we gazed in awe, its qualities subtly changed

Frem beauty and sdmplicaty £o maghiglieence they nanged.

Pure summetry, by no means boring, inkay cut so fone

With efegance and aumility alive in every Line.

And peace quite sLill, &0 absofute, fust there dinsdde the
Fomb

And simple Loveldiness was An cach anch, each doon, cacit wor

This edifice was planned and budlt by Shah Jahan fo prove

Fon one deah wife s great respect and evernfasiing {ove.

But ithough it {4 a foyous sLght, Jahan in his Lasl yeats

Could onby view Zhiough prison bars and sad eyes vedled An
Toahs.



gr drove to Khajuwahe, awviving there in daylight B

ad saw erotic femples, which wene nealfy ot oo bright
Bovt day, on fo Benares - we ariived in ime fon tea

1o a docton's house which changed {fs nawe to the Hotes 2

. Pands .,

g saw fhe Pitgnims at fnein prager by the Ganges just atl

' dawit .

Vicn o snake chawmes and yogil man ententoined ws on The
Lawn.

fnd just bedere the rain began, a crfehet match was sel
R+ Tonmeonld crnickets &inst eleven has noi Loal one yet.
Ay *ho 76th was Jan's biuthday, a pardly in fine style
tiad been prepared by friends whe say atprise {n het

| bright smile.

Puax fopnteenth borden chobsdng ws the fnal one of alld
1¥ toch some time but Zate at pight we cronsed into Nepal
Mext day, we aose quite earty and to Chifwan we daove on
with sovenal spane seats as we'd Lost Rebogw, Dudfey, Bee
awd Tohn, |
we {enried a bit by boat and Hus fo Royak Chitwan Park
Then pitched cut counp and watehed the #hings drinking
afton dark.
14 the morning, we rcde elephants Lo find the nhinos Lain
And safely §rom holding ropes 1o sALt{ng in & chadk.
Canca rides 2o the crocodifes were all past of the sight
They sat quite atill and vosed fcr ub while bashing Ln
' sunbight.
And alten afl we jourreyed back up cn top of the bus
hich gitted en the fewry beat and saved us Lots cf fuda.
Then driving Neath to Pokhora, we found cur Lasi campsite
whene someone's tent was turned around myatesiously Ln
the night,

dpe quanten cenfuty ago, aX three in the ajternocn,
wai? and Barbara said "1 do" and begen thein honeymoon.
And even aften all these yearns, they Live ihziz 2Aves witi
z
So a crowd of us went cut and calmed the spirit with a meil.
The fast day dawned, the boed was packed up for the {inal
fime
3 '



But fewts came fafe, ilien fofis pissed o4f Zo be the gimsd
; in Line
At the nestauwrants while wonkens stayed berind to clean the
bus
Atern 70 days it seems it's neally very much them and s,
Then on the dof, 10 minutes fate, the fLast ones came on bowd
Dave stanted up, then down the noad to Katmandu we roared.

The bus Reaves Penmvorld in the apring, bound wesi fon
: London Town
And if you want fo makz the indp, you must nol hang around
'So don'Z come £ate, you'lL mids the bus, don't even cut it
_ . fing
For all the hold-ups ended witn SK 1069
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