DAMASCUS AR RUTBAH
-

MAP 36

Take the main Allepo highway from Damascus.~ About 30 klms (18 miles) branch
right to Dumeir sign posted to Baghdad.
-

A Dumeir is the Syrian customs, a small group of buildings on a side
road. Formalities are fairly quick.
On leaving the customs post bear left to rejoin the main highway.
From here to Ar Rutbah the highway has been newly constructed. It’s in
excellent conditon. There are no towns or fuel stations on this
section.
Just before Ar Rutbah you’ll come to a big road junction. The way to
Baghdad is signposted.
When you join the main H4 Baghdad highway it deteriorates to a narrow
two lane tarmac strip with broken edges.
-

Iraqi customs Formalities can be slow here. Remember don’t take photos
of the customs post.
-

Ar Rutbah. Accommodation:- Government Tourist Hotel. One or two cheap
hotels. Camping may be possible in the grounds of the Tourists Hotel.
Fuel is available here.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:
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IRAQ

It’s history of successive conquests and defeats are now told by the ruins of
great and famous cities Babylon of the Hanging Gardens, Ur of Chaldees,
Nineveh and others.
—

The earliest settlers were the Sumerians, about 3,500 B.C. followed by the
Semites who intermixed and established Babylon as their capital. The Bablonia
empire was succeeded by the Assyrian who built Nineveh. Under King
Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean Empire reached its height in 570 B.C. Its
subsequent history apart from the rule of Alexander the Great and Seleucus was
dominated by assorted Persian dynasties until the Avalos took over in 637 A.D.
Bagdad was overrun by Mongols in the 13th century and the Turks in the 16th
Century. After the First World War Iraq was placed under British Mandate until
1932 when it became a pseudo-constitutional monarch. The republic was formed
in 1958.
—

-

-

Customs: Personal effects free of duty. 1 camera, 1 radio. 1 tape recorder, 1
typewriter, and binnoculars may also be passed duty free provided they are
second hand and exported. You’re also allowed a quota of 200 cigarettes, 50
cigars. I litre of Spirits or wine. A carnet de passage is required to bring
your vehicle in.
Fuel:Petrol (88 octane) 26 fils per litre. Diesel, 7½ fils per litre. Engine
oil, 90 fils per litre.
Service stations and fairly well distributed in the populated areas around the
Tigris river, otherwise they are limited, especially across the desert
regions.

Roads: Vehicles are driven on the right. Maximum speeds for urban and open
road driving are signposted. Except for around Bagdad most of the main roads
are in poor condition.
Camping: Campsites are few and far between. It’s reasonably safe to camp in
the desert but make sure you’re on high ground during the rainy season. Bagdad
has a well appointed campsite by Army Canal.
Trail Finders’ Tip: Visit the bazaar for the local handicrafts. Copper, silk,
gold and silver articles can be purchased cheaply.
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AR RUTBAH BAGHDAD IRAQ/IRAN CUSTOMS
-

MAP 37

-

The road from Ar Rutbah to Ar Ramadi is narrow

—

just two lanes.

Parts are being widened but those that are not have broken edges.
At Ar Ramadi you join the main Allepo Baghdad highway. There could be
a military check here. All they will do is see your passport and
vehicle papers. Fuel is available here.
It’s new highway from Ar Ramadi to Baghdad passing through At
Fallujah. This is a busy section of road.
Baghdad presents itself as a modern sprawling city still in the stages
of completion. As you enter the city centre you cross the famous
Tigris River.
Accommodation:- A well appointed Youth Hostel is situated in the
suburbs. Cheap hotels can be found to the north of the centre. The
campsite is on the main road out to Iran.
The road to Qasr-e-Shirin is good tarmac. At various points along the
way you will be stopped by the military for passport checks. Treat
them with courtesy otherwise you may be delayed for hours.
The road deteriorates as it nears the border. The last section from
Qasr-e-Shirinis narrow and bumpy. Fuel is available at the towns on
this section of the route.
Iraq customs formalities are fairly quick. Remember don’t take photos
of the customs post.
A short drive through no-mans land brings you to the Irani customs.
Your first stop is at the quarantine post, just before the gates to
the compound.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:

57

BAGHDAD
The city of “The Thousand and One Nights”. Founded in 762, the city reached its
greated glory under the rule of Haroun al-Rashid (the Abassid Khalif). Originally
Baghdad was a round city with three concentric enclosures. The ruler residing in the
innermost enclosure. The Army within the second. The people within the outermost.
To-day the city strides both sides of the river Tigris. Every evening stalls are open
along its bank, selling barbecued lamb or roasted fish cooked over bonfires.
The city centre confronts you with modern buildings, red London double decker buses,
and cheerful people. Arabs from the desert in their flowing white robes. Brightly
clad Kurds from the North. All intermingle with the smartly dressed young:lraqi.
Places of interest:

Iraq Museum, a modern building containing some priceless
exhibits. Natural History Museum, Arms Museum, Zubaida’s Tomb,
AlMustansirayah, the great college founded 1232 AD. Aladdin’s
cave in old Baghdad.

Excursions:

Aquar-Quf about 20 kims (12 miles) south Baghdad. Dates from
14th century B.C.
Arch of Ctesiphon 35 klms (21 miles) south of Baghdad. The
widest span of pure brick work in the World.
Babylon 92 klms (57 miles). The remains
of the Hanging Gardens.
-

IRAN
Iran Ancient Persia is a land of excitement and mystery. Dominated by two
mountains (the Zargos and Elburz) it’s one of the frontier lands between the
Orient and the West. Much of the interior is desert plateau lying at an
altitude of 4,000 ft.
-

-

The name “Iran” comes from Ayran tribes who migrated into Iran some 4,000
years ago. The imperial empire expanded and stretched from the Mediterranean
to the Indies, until 331 BC Alexander the Great defeated Darius III. From the
7th Century AD onwards, it became the centre of Islamic civilization,
producing a host of illustriOus figures. among them Aricenna (philosopher)
Razi (discoverer of alcohol) and Omar Khayyam (mathematician, astronomer,
philosopher).
-

To day Iran is one of the most stable countires in a notoriously unstable
region of the world. A nation that has had its fair share of violence through
its long history.
Customs: Apart from your personal luggage you may bring in up to 200
cigarettes or 50 cigars and one bottle of spirits. Carteras, Tape Recorders
etc., may have to be declared and entered in the Driver’s passport by the
customs and the carnet is stamped on entry and exit. It’s impossible to leave
Iran without your vehicle. Thus, if it has to be abandoned, the driver must
ensure the relevant passport entry about the vehicle is cancelled. Police will
issue the necessary receipt for a vehicle deposited with them.
Visas cannot be obtained at the border.
Petrol: Two grades available:- Diesel and petrol are available throughout.
Super (93) 6.00 Rials per litre. Standard (83) 5.00 rials per litre.
Diesel,2.½ rials per litre. Engine oil 18 rials ~pads: Drive on the
right.urban speed limit is 40 kph (25 mph) 65kph (40mph) in the suburbs. Roads
vary enormously, and are rough in some areas. (Mainly the secondary roads
across the deserts). Highways between the main centres are all asphalt, some
recently constructed.
Camping: It’s advisable to camp in designated sites. These are available (and
well signposted) in most of the main cities, Tabriz, Teheran, Isfahan, Shiraz,
Mashhad.
~ai1 Fifl
Tfl:—Best buys in the shops and bazaars are silverware,
intricate inlay work, miniature paintings, brassware (in Isfahan) Turquoise
stone and carpets (Mashhad). Locally, produced vodka is boti cheap and
palatable.
Traffic officers are empowered to levy fines on the spot. Iranian drivers have
quick but totally unpredicted reactions: therefore be alert for sudden
unexpected changes in directions. Cyclists and moto~ cyclists observe few
ruies~, Pedestrians prefer the road to the pavenent. Local practice tends to
fault the foreign visitor in the event of an accident. Coi~irt actions can be
costly and if you’re at fault it can of ten be best to settle it privately.
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IRAQ/IRAN FRONTIER TEHERAN

MAP 40

-

Formalities are fairly quickly dealt with here. Be sure that you buy
third party insurance before you leave.
As you leave Kosravi the road climbs to a high plateau flat the
remainder of the way to Shahabad-e-ghaib.
-

At Shahabad-e-gharb take the road to Kermanshah good highway.
-

KERMANSHAH if you have travelled from Baghdad, you may wish to break
-

the journey here. Good hotels and camping are available.
From Kermanshah the road climbs over the Pass to Kangavar good
highway. This pass could be closed in the winter.
Kangavar to Asad Abad is an easy drive. Hamadan is 22 kims (13 miles)
off the main road. Set high in the mountains, makes a welcome change
to heat of the plains. Here you may visit the workshops where the
famous Hamadan carpets are woven entirely by hand.
Asad Abad to Takes tan via Razan and Avej is new highway and ~.~sents
no difficulties.
-

At Takestan is a modern looking service centre, with a good
restaurant. A steak costs about 40 rials.
You now join the main Tabriz-Teheran highway.~~ Most of it has been
re—surfaced.
The last section from Karaj to Teheran is on the motorway (watch for
the signs).
Leave the motorway at the airport exit. (For further directions to the
city-Hotel and campsite recommendations donsult Teheran introduction.)
.

TRAILFINDERS~ STOP PRESS:
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TURKISH/IRAN CUSTOMS TABRIZ
-

MAP 41

The customs formalities to enter Iran can be time consuming. Be
patient. If your green card insurance does not cover you for Iran you
are able to purchase the necessary insurance here.
The entire road from here to Tabriz is a newly sealed road, of a very
high standard. Good time can be made over this section.
At Maku, the Iran Tourist Hotel has a good restaurant, in case by this
stage you are hungry. The town is typical of small Iranian towns.
Children, adults, will gather around your vehicle and stare. It seems
to be the national passtime.
The highway by-passes Khroy on to Marand.
Tabriz is the centre of Iranian hand made carpets. You may be lucky to
view this interesting craft.
The Iran National Tourist Organisation (I.N.T.O.) Campsite is well
sign posted and is situated on the outskirts of the city. It has all
facilities (hot shower) although limited in number.
After a long drive you may like to make use of their pre-pitched
tents, on concrete pads with fuilsize beds.
The price per person is 40 rials.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:

TABRIZ TEHERAN
-

MAP 42

On leaving Tabriz, the highway takes you through Mianeh and on to
Zanjan. On parts of this section where it passes over a l000ft range
there are road tunnels. Use your headlights,, as most are unlit..and
proceed with caution asrot all the Iranian drivers use their lights in
the tunnels.
From Zanjanthe highway continues to Nehavand where it meets with the
main Hamadan Teheran road. At this junction is a modern service
centre, along side an excellent restaurant. .A good steak costs around
40 rials.
-

This next section of highway from Nehavand via Qazin to Teheran is
fairly heavy with traffic. At Karaj watch for the signs which show you
the way to the motorway to Teheran. This route avoids a lot of small
built up areas. Take the exit to the airport.
Near-by is a large roundabout, with a huge centre monument constructed
by the Shah for himself. From there follow the signs to Eisenhauer
Road, and Shah Reza Avenue, to the city centre at Ferdowsi Square.
(Look for the BOAC sign on your right).
Arecoinmended hotel in Teheran is the Asia Hotel, Mellat Avenue, Ph
318551. Ask for Mr. Auderbody. You will find him most helpful.
(consult map).
The hotel is about 8rninutes from the centre. Turn rightdown Ferdowsi
until you reach a main square. (Opposite is the PTT building). Bare
left into .Ainir Kabir Avenue. Take first left, then first right into
Ekbatan Street. Asia Hotel is directly ahead.
A well appointed campsite is situated on the main road to Saveh. It is
sign posted from the city. The site has all facilities as well as a
swimming pool. Here you can re—fill your camping gaz.
• If you are looking for a good meal try the German Hotel for lunch’
(advertised in “This Week in Teheran”) It is situated near Ferdowsi
Square. A four course meal costs about 100 rials (55p) .
•
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TEHERAN CITY
Teheran, the capital city of Iran, is 4,000ft above sea level at the foot of
the mighty Elburz Range. A curious blend of east and west, it covers an area
of 210 square miles and has a population of over two and a half million.
Places of interest: Golestan Palace and Museuin:Over 400 years old, containing
many rich Persian carpets. it also contains a replica of the famous Peacock
Throne. The original can be seen in the Vault of the Bank Melli on Ferdowsi
Avenue along with the fabulous collection of Crown Jewels. This is well worth
the entry fee.
If you like to bargain visit the bazaar with its numerous shops.
A unique sport in Teheran is Zoorkhameh. (House of Strength).
Amongst the many in Teheran, two are better known, the Bank
Mellis Zoorkhameh (on Ferdowsi Avenue) and Ja’fari Zoorkhameh
(on Varzesh Street).
For those with, a thirst, red barrel beer is on tap at the Marmar Hotel,
Ferdowsi Square.
A recommended hotel in Teheran is the Asia Hotel, Meilat Avenue, Ph 318551.
Ask for Mr. Auderbody. You will find him, most helpful. (consult map).
The Hotel is about 8 minutes from the centre. Turn right down Ferdowsi until
you reach a main square. (Opposite’ is the PTT building). Bare left into Amir
Kabir Avenue. Take first left, then first right into Ekbatan Street. Asia
Hotel is directly ahead.
A well appointed campsite is situated on the main road to Saveh It is sign
posted frOm the city. The site has all facilities as well as a swimming pool.
Here you can re-fill your camping gaz.
If you are looking for a good meal, try the German Hotel for lunch (advertised
in “This Week in Teheran”) It is situated near Ferdowsi Square. A four course
meal costs about 100 rials (55p).
Vehicle service:- Leyland Garage Qazvin Avenue, ask for Mr. Harry Sully.
-
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TEHERAN ESFAHAN

MAP 43

-

From the centre of Teheran follow the signs to the campsite.
It’s situated on the main road to Saveh. (This is the easiest
way to find your way out of the city).
The road to Saveh is ,a busy section of road. The surface is
tarmac and in good condition.
Neyzar is the junction of the Qon route from Teheran.
The remainder of the route is good highway, crossing semidesert. It’s a
gradual climb to Isfahan. Service stations available throughout the
route.
ESPAHAN:- (5,000ft above sea level) is one of the most beautiful cities
in Iran. Also one of the most fortunate being among the few spared by the
Mongols. Some of the best mosaic domed mosques can be seen here.
-

Accommodation:- Saadi Hotel Annexe. 50 Rials each., Situated in the
centre of the city. Many other hotels available.
There is also a well appointed campsite.
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-

The road signposted from Esfahan heads south to Shahrezá. It’s good
highway.
-

-

From Shahrezá take the road to Abaden, crossing over a low pass.
Just before Dehbid is another pass. The road now descends to
Persepolis winding in places.
Persepolis Ancient ruins of the Archaemenian culture. Destroyed by
Alexander the Great in 4th Century B.C. parts are now being
reconstructed. Nearby is a good campsite. If you, can afford it, the
Shahs luxury “Tent Hotel”...constructed for the celebrations is
nearby.
-

-

—

60 kilometers (38 miles) further on is Shiraz.
SHIRAZ:- “City of Roses and Nightingales”. The home of Iran’s two
greatest poets Sa’di (13th century) ‘and Hafez (14th century). Some
of the finest buildings in the city date from the 18th century (many
older buildings have been felled by earthquakes).
-

-

Accommodation Jam Hotel near the Cinerama Theatre. 50 rials a bed.
There are also many other hotels to choose from.
-

—
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TEHERAN SHAR PASAND
-

MAP 46

From the hotel or campsite make your way to Shahnaz Square in Teheran.
(See city map). Here it is signposted to Abe All. The road climbs
gradually to Abe Au then starts its short steep assent to the Damaven
pass. (Snow bound in winter). This section is all new two lane highway.
Here you are 9,000ft (56O4~ meters) above sea level.
From here it is a long descent (steep in places) to Amol.
This town is 200ft abo~rc~ sea level. A short diversion to
Mahmadubah and Babol Sar will take you along the Caspian
Sea shores. If yo~ can brave the ‘midges’, have a swim.
Babol to Gorgon is excellent highway over flat terrain. Many hotels can
be found in Gorgon should you want to spend the night.
The road to Shah Pasand is new tarmac highway.
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SHAH PASAND MASH1~AD
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MAP 47

At the junction near Shah Pasand bear right. (signposted to Mashhac). The
Highway for the next 220 kirns (137 miles) has just been completed. Part of it
takes you through a forest reserve, belonging to the Shah. 12 kims (7 miles)
before Bodjnurd the highway is still under construction.
Bodjñurd is 4 hours from Mashhad. Petrol and diesel are available here.
It is now new highway through to Mashhad.
Mashhad the second most holy city to Mecca with the gold domed Mosque in the
centre. Many Moslems make pilgramages to the city and hotels can be full at
periods.
-

Acconimodation:- Several good hotels available. A well appointed campsite is
situated on the outskirts of the city (signposted).
A side trip can be made to Neyshabur 137 klms (85 miles) where lies the tomb
of Omar Khayyain.

MASHHAD IRAN/AFGAN FRONTIER
-

MAP 48

From Mashhad it’s new highway to the Neyshabur/Torbat-e-jam junction.
At this point, road construction is in progress but only exteri4s for
a short distance.
The new highway continues from the end of the construction work
through to the frontier.
Fuel is available at Torbat—e-jam and Taybat. The latter town is a few
kilometers of the highway. It is advisable to fill your tank here as
fuel is more expensive in Afganistan.
The Iran customs post is a small building just off the highway.
Formalities are generally dealt with quickly.
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AFGAN I STAN
Situated in the heart of Asia, Afganistan covers an area of 250,000 square
miles with a population of 15 million. Completely landblocked bounded by
Russia, China, Pakistan and Iran it has been a melting pot of many different
cultures. Records of the Aryans show a civilisation dating from 1500 B.C.
Alexander the Great invaded the country in 332 B.C., his rule lasting two
centuries. With the establishrnent~ of the “Silk Route”, Buddhism began to
penetrate around 250 B.C. It flourished in the valley of Bamiyan where today
all that remains are two giant Buddhas (the tallest in the world). Ghengis
Khan swept across Afganistan in 1220 followed by a 100 years of Mongol rule.
The Kushams, the White Huns and finally the Muslims each in turn have left
their vestiges in the history of this land.
-

—

Customs: There’s no duty on personal effects, 200 cigarettes, 20 cigars, 1
bottle of spirits, or 1 lb of tobacco. Radios, tape recorders, typewriters,
car motorcycle, trailer or any vehicle used for private transport may be
imported duty free. Details of these items will be entered in your passport
and on a customs declaration form. Failing to produce the goods and the
declaration form, you will be required to pay duty and may be sent back to
Kabul. Third party insurance must be purchased on the border.
Fuel: 75 to 80 octane only. 6 Afs a litre. Diesel 5.50 per litre. It is a
State Monopoly and stations are widely separated. Carry enough fuel for a 200
mile range. Note: Always check that the fuel pump meter is wound back to zero
before the attendant starts to fill your tank.
Roads: Vehicles are driven on the right side. Urban speed limits 50 kph (30
mph). No limit on the open road. Except for the main roads between Kabul,
Herat, Kunduz, Shiberghan, the Khyber Pass and a few other odd stretches of
tarmac or concrete, surfaces are of gravel, stones, dust or mud, and require 4
wheel drive vehicles. Nearly all roads are apt to be rendered impassable from
time to time, especially in winter, spring and early summer, by floods, snow,
landslides or broken bridges. On the above main roads there are toll posts an
iron bar across the road, often unlit at night where you either pay a toll or
hand in.your toll receipt. Combined tolls on the through route amount to 250
Afgs.
-

—

~~i: It’s advisable to camp in the grounds of hotels, or police stations. It’s
dangerous to camp in dry river beds or close to rivers as there is always a
risk of flash floods. Near Kabul there’s a campsite at Kargha Dam with
facilities.
Trail Finders’ T1E:Avoid driving after dark. Most local drivers don’t
understand the use of headlights. Cyclists, horse carts, don’t carry lights.
Assume that people have no road sense. Use your horn when approaching
stationary vehicles or groups of pedestrians. Drivers rarely look for other
vehicles when emerging from side roads. The consequences of an accident,
especially involving death or injury, can be expensive. The driver will seldom
escape a heavy fine.
Best buys sheepskin, leather goods, embroidered shirts (Kandhar) carpets,
Karakul coats (unborn lamb skins). Antique guns must be cleared by the Kabul
Museum. A “Free Market” operates in Kabul and it’s advisable to obtain some of
your Indian currency as the rate is double that obtained from the banks in
India.
Believe it or not, it has been known for visitors to have bags of sheepsblood
thrown at their vehicle resulting in a fictitious hit—and run accusation
against the driver and an Afgani claims for damages.
-

-

IRAN/AFGAN FRONTIER KANDAHAR
-

Islam Qala is the Afgan customs post

MAP 50

a collection of decaying
buildings. Formalities can be long and involved here. Be sure you
have your third party insurance. The road from here to Herat is good
tarmac. In places it dips and runs across dry river beds. Although
they look as though they have not seen water for years, these can
become raging torrents in the spring. There is one toll post on this
section.
—

Near Ghoryan you pass a group of ancient windmills, these windmills
ante-date the windmills in Europe and China.
HEPAT a typical Afgan village, with mud brick buildings. Some of the
most ornate tongas (horse drawn gigs) ply the streets, along with the
motorised traffic.
-

Most hotels allow camping in their ~
Recommended hotel New Super Bezat in the main street. 4OAfs. per bed.
-

On leaving Herat you join the Russian constructed highway which takes
you to Kandahar. Just out of Herat you climb a small pass and from
there the road is generally flat the remainder of the way. The next
petrol/diesel stop is at Farahrod, in the grounds of the Russian
Hotel. This modern hotel, for some reason best known to the Russians,
stands alone and entirely unfrequented, bang in the middle of the
desert.
Further petrol/diesel stations before Kandahar are at
Dilaram and Girishk,
This section of the highway
skirts the Desert o.f Death.
KANDAHAR bere supposedly lies the shroud of Mohammad. In summer itis
extremely hot here and flys abound. Camping is available in most of
the hotel grounds.
Recommended hotel
Herat,

—

The Spozney Hotel,, situated on the road in from
.~: . -~
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KANDAHAR KABUL
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Leaving Kandahar you join the American built highway which runs
through to Kabul. The road is flat for most of the distance, until
you reach Gazni. Here it climbs over a low range before reaching
Kabul.
Petrol and diesel are available at Qalat-I-Ghilzai, Muqir and Gazni.
KABUL capital of Afganistan.
-

Camping is available at Khaga Dam, 15 ks outside the city.
Recommended hotel Mustafa Hotel, up past the Green Door Bazaar.
Rooms 120 Afgs., with 2,3, or 4 beds. Hot showers. Restaurant
downstairs.
-
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KABUL
Afganistan’s capital city nestles in mountains 6,000feet above sea level.
Folklore asserts that “everything comes to Kabul” and it’s true enough for the
city is well placed as an East—West trading link and as a central market place
for Afganistan itself.
It’s the sort of place where you’ll derive most by leaving the tourist trail
and “turning on” to the unique life of its people.
On the outskirts (Kandahar side) you’ll find groups watching kite or dog
fights. On the road to Kabul Gorge, you can get involved in the daily camel
market. Or climb the old city walls for a total view. From here a cannon
blasts off at 12 noon every day. Day excursions include Paghman (a nearby
mountain resort); Istalif (for local crafts); or Salang Pass the 1½ mile long
tunnel which pierce Hindukush at 11,000 feet the world’s highest road tunnel.
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KABUL AFGANJ/PAKISTAN FRONTIER
-
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A good tarmac road takes you out of Kabul towards the mountains. As

it enters the range it follows the winding river.
As the gorge narrows the road becomes more winding. 25 klms (16
miles) from Kabul the road descends the Tangi Ghar gorge. Constructed
by the Americans, it’s a spectacular feat of engineering, zig-zaging
for 8klms down the side of the mountain, before entering the plains.
Sarobi is a small village beside one of the storage dams. Petrol and
Diesel is available here.
The road from here to Jalalabad is good highway. Jalalabad is the
last fuel stop before the frontier.
Good highway continues to the Afgan/Pakistan border. Here formalities
can be tedious.

~ ..~ ~ .....~

~ .....~. ~ .......~ ...

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS;

87

PAKISTAN
Pakistan emerged on the world map as an independent state in 1947 when the
British Indian Empire was portioned into two independent states India and
Pakistan. With an area of 310,403 square miles it has a population of over 60
million.
-

Its history goes back to 2,500 years B.C., when a highly developed
civilization flourished in the Indus Valley. About 1500 B.C., the Aryans
overwhelmed the sub-continent and later the Persians. The Greeks, lead by
Alexander the Great, came in 327 AD. The Muslims followed in 712 A.D., landing
near the present site of Karachi and influenced the life of the land for many
centuries, by their culture. The British became masters in the 18th century
and ruled for nearly 200 years before Pakistan’s independence.
Customs: Personal effects are duty free along with a quota of 200 cigarettes,
50 cigars and one bottle of spirits. To be declare at the customs on arrival,
one still camera, and five rolls of film; 1 cine camera and 2 rolls of film; 1
pair of binnoculars; 1 typewriter; 1 radio; 1 tape recorder. A carnet is
required to import your vehicle.
Fuel: Petrol, brands are as Burmah Shell, Esso etc., 4-6 Rupees per gallon.
Diesel
Petrol stations are numerous and well spaced.
Roads: For the first time since leaving the U.K. vehicles drive on the left.
On main roads there is no official speed limit (except where stated). In the
towns you’ll be lucky to be able to exceed 30 kmh (18 mph). All main roads are
two laned, tarmac their condition leaving something to be desired with soft
or uneven gravel verges. You can expect the roads to remain open throughout
the year except in July/August when those in the vicinity of rivers are liable
to flood. The Peshawar/Lahore road is extremely crowded.
-

—

ç~pfl~j: Its

not advisable to camp on the roadside in Pakistan, especially in
the tribal areas where even the local residents live behind 2Oft high walls.
Most Dak Bungalows will allow you to camp in their grounds for a small fee.
There are also well run YMCA and Salvation Army Hostels.
Trai1Finder’sT~: Motor traffic in Pakistan is thick and fast. Avoid driving at
night as, bullock carts, and camel trains often travel then, carrying no
lights. The greatest care should be exercised when driving through tribal
areas. Accidents must be reported to the police.
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KHYBER PASS LAHORE
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-

This is one of the most crowded highways on the entire route to India.
Extreme care should be taken. It is inadvisable to drive this section
at night.
From Torkham the road winds over the fabled Khyber Pass closed at
night. It’s narrow winding sealed road must be taken with care. Nearby
runs the railway, used once a week. Don’t photograph military posts
here. After descending the Khyber it’s a short run to Peshawar.
-

PESHAWAR a crowded city with an interesting bazaar. Nearby is Kohat
Pass where village gun factories can be seen. Camping is available
here in the grounds of the Dak Bungalow. Recommended Hotel:- Park
Hotel.
-

Extreme care must be taken on the Peshawar Attock section. The road to
Attock bridge is narrow and winding. A combined railroad bridge one
lane only crosses the mighty Indus River. From Attock to Rawalpindi
parts of the road are being widened, otherwise it’s narrow tarmac with
broken edges.
—

-

-

RAWALPINDI If by now you’ve had enough of driving the hell road there
are several good hotels and Dak bungalows for camping.
-

The road widens in parts to Jhelum. By now you’re in the thick of the
traffic buses,cars,bullock carts,cyclists,pedestrians etc.
—

At Jhelum the sign to Lahore could be obscured by posters and easily
missed.
Similar road conditions to those described above continue to Lahore.
LAIJORE Recommended Hotels:- A touch of colonial luxury can be found
in Faletti’s Hotel. Egerton Road. Tel No.53861. About 30R.s. a night.
The A.A. of Pakistan runs a good motel. For those wanting good cheap
accommodation the Salvation Army runs a hostel. 5 R.s. per person.
-

Recommended mechanic Trevor Lee. Reliable Engineering Works, behind
Dyal Singh Mansions, 61 The Mall, Lahore. Any type of repair
undertaken.
-

The road to Wagah border is old tarmac. The border is open only on
Thursdays from 9.00 a.m. to 1 p.m. Arrive early in order to avoid the
queues.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS Wagah border is now open Wednesdays and Thursdays 9 a.in. to
4 p~m. Road permits must be obtained the preceeding Monday, before 11 a.m. from the
Swiss Embassy in Isiamabad. (Feb. ‘73)

LAHORE

This important centre of Pakistan’s cultural and academic tradition has a

population of nearly 2 million and a catalogue of calls to interest any
visitor.
The Lahore Fort dates back to the 12th century A.D. Nearby is the Badshahi
Mosque (built 1647 A.D.) one of the largest in the world. Its domes and
minarets can be seen from a great distance.
On the outskirts are the tombs of Jahangir and Noor Jahan:
The Lahore Museum contains many relics of the rich cultural heritage of
Pakistan, including the priceless statue of the “Fasting Budda”.
Outside is Kims gun irnmortalised by Rudyard Kipling who lived and worked in
Lahore for a long time.
To the otherside of the city are the famous Shalimar Gardens, covering an area
of 42 acres. The three terrace gardens with fountains are yet another tribute
to Emperor Shahjahan (he also built the Taj Mahal).
Lahore is well served with Western and Chinese restaurants.

INDIA
The republic of India extends from the tropics to the Himalayas. It is a huge country with an
area of 1,265,000 square miles and a population of 550 million representing one seventh of
the human races
—

The origins of Indian civilisation seem lost in time. Principle ideas and beliefs that have
helped to shape India’s culture have been handed down in ancient manuscripts. During the 1st
millenium B.C., the beliefs passed to the Brahmins, forerunners (and later the highest caste)
of the Hindu religion. These, for a long time were to direct the social development of Indian
culture in spite of the rise of Buddhism and Jainism around the Ganges basin. Other religious
cults came but the Indian majority still embrace Hinduism, believing in:
The Trinity of the Creator (Brahrna), the Preserver (Vishnu) and the Destroyer (Siva).
—

Successive waves of invaders conquered India. The Greeks, Sakas, Kusha~s, Arabs and Mongols;
each in turn leaving behind traces of thei~ cultures. Europeans became interested in the
Subcontinent after Vasco da Gama established friendly relations with the Indians. The
Portugese, Dutch and British all came seeking trade. By 1805, much of the subcontinent was
under British control. India’s independence helped by Mahatma Gandi’s passive resistance was
granted at the end of the second World War.
—

-

Customs: Personal effects may be imported free, along with 200 cigarettes, 50 cigars and 1
bottle of spirits. The following also free of duty must be declared with the customs. 1 still
camera and 25 rolls of film; I cine camera and 10 reels of film; 1 pair of binoculars, 1
radio, 1 tape recorder, 1 typewriter. These must be exported within three months otherwise 15%
duty will be charged. A carnet de passage is required for your vehicle. All currency must be
declared with the customs.
Fuel: Petrol (75 octane) is E rupees per gallon. Higher octane (92) is available only in the
major cities. Diesel petrol stations are readily available.
—

Roads: Vehicles drive on the left. There’s no official speed limit except 40 kph (24 mph) in
the towns. There are four types of roads within India. National Highways (two laned and
tarmac), State Highways District and Village roads (mostly gravel). During periods of heavy
rain (the monsoons in July/August) bridges and roads may be washed away, but temporary repairs
are usually carried out within a few days.
~ There are few organised campsites in India. Dak Bungalows or Rest Houses may allow you to
camp within their grounds. There’s a chain of well run Tourist Bungalows in the smaller
centres, prices ranging from 6 Rs to 20 Rs, bed and breakfast. In the main centres there are
YMCA and Salvation Army Hostels.
Trail Finders~ TiE: Best bargains: woodcarving, embroidered woollen shawls arid dress lengths, suede
goods, carpets, lacquerware from Kashmir
We recommend the Delhi YMCA Tourist Hostel Jeweller, for an honest bargain, Brassware, ceramics, handloom
cloth, from the Handicrafts Emporiums, Delhi. Silk from Varanasi. It’s illegal to change money anywhere
but the banks~ Police have been known to set up street money changers as a trap.

no

PATHANKOT DELHI

MAP 61

-

Note:- The journey from Jammu to Delhi is about 12 hours driving.
At all the junction points and towns look carefully for the signs.
Some are old and dilapidated. The towns tend to be very crowded,
making progress through them slow. At all times drive with caution.
From Pathankot take the road to Jullunder where you join the
Amritsar/Delhi Grand Trunk road. Places in this section are narrow,
the surface second class tarmac.
Jullunder to Ludhiana is an easy drive. The Grand Trunk road is not up
to the standard the name implys. It is full two lane width but mostly
second class tarmac surface, with broken edges.
The G/T road continues to Ambala where you may visit the city of
Chandagarh planned by the French architect Le Corbusier. 107
kilometers (66 miles) beyond Chandagarh is Simla, the summer hill
station of Delhi.
From Ambala the G/T road continues to Delhi passing through Karnal and
Panipat. This is a busy section of the road.
On arrival to Delhi take the ring road to the Mall and continue down
Alipur Road. (consult city map). This brings you out by the Red Fort
where it is an easy drive to Connaught Place via Delhi Gate.
Accommodation:

—

Three camping places the first is near Delhi Gate, on
-

Jaivahar Lal Nehru Marg. You pass it on the way in.
The second is Bharouts Scouts and Camping Ground, Scout Road, (Behind
Hamayun7s Tomb).
—

The third is in the grounds of the Youth Hostel, at Bholi Bhatyar Ka
Mahal.
Hotels:- The YMCA Tourist Hostel, Jai Sing Road, off Parliament
Street, 21 Rs. Bed and Breakfast. Highly recommended.
Vehicle service:.— K.D. Kumar Motors. Bedfo±d, Perkins and
Mercedes,l18 Guru Nanak Auto Market, Kashmere Gate, Delhi 6.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:

97

DELHI
New Delhi is a modern city and the seat of Government of Ind~La.
Planned by two famous architects Sir Edwin Lutyens and Sir
Hubert Baker
it was built by the British in 1911 as the new
capital,with wide tree lined boulevards and fountains.
-

-

The master piece of the city ~re the Government Houses, with the
Rashtrapati Bhavan (viceregal lodge). Central Secretariat, and
Lok Sabha (the great circular Parliament House) surrounded by
parks.
Connaught Place is the city centre, dominated by a huge fountain in the
central park. From Connaught Place the streets radiate out over the city.
The city of Old Delhi, with its crowded narrow streets is in complete
contrast: bordering the new city at Delhi Gate.
Places of interest:
The Red Fprt:- Built by Jehangir’s son, Shah Jahan in 1647 it’s Delhi’s most
magnificent monument of Mughal
architecture.
Jama Masjid:-

One of the finest mosques in th~e World,~built by Shah Jahan
was the nucleus of the old city he Planned; Shaj ahanabad.

Qutb Minar:-

A tower of victory completed in 1236 stands in the middle of
King Prithviraj’s own city of Rai Pithora. To-day you can see
traces of the great battlements that once made this the place
of a strong and formidable fortress.

Jantar Mantar:-A 17th century observatory.
Chandni Chowk:-In Old Delhi where tourists shop for silver and cloth. The
street was made wide enough to allow Shah Jahan’s great
processions to pass.
India Gate:-

On Rajpath, in New Delhi, it is a memorial to Martyrs during
the First World War.

~) 9

-

DELHI AGRA BHOGNIPUR
-

-

MAP 62

The road from Delhi to Agra is mostly four laned highway in good condition,
passing through Mathura one of the oldest cities in India.
ACRA

-

Camp~:

The Moghul Emperor Akbar made this his capital in the 10th century. it
was his son, Shah Jahan who built the Taj Mahal in memory of his wife,
construction over a period of 22 years in the mid-l7th century. Nearby
is the great fort of Akbar enclosed by 70 foot walls one and a half
miles in circumference. A few miles outside Agra at Sikandra is the tomb
of Akbar. 44 kms (26 miles) south west of Agra lies the deserted city of
Fatehpur Sikrj once the imperial capital of Akbar, abandoned because of
water shortage.
Mr.Naval.M.Dramjee 16 Mansfield Road, Agra (cantt) Ph. 72205.

From Agra,a two laned tarmac road in fair condition, takes you via Shikohabad
and Etawah to Bhobnipur.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:

BHOGNIPUR VARANASI

MAP 63

-

From Bhognipur to the junction of the Delhi~ Calcutta Grand Trunk road, is
second class road, tarmac and two laned.
-

The Grand Trunk road to Varanasi is a very crowded section of road, passing
through one of the most densely populated areas of India. The road is in ave1
~age condition. Service stations available throughout.Allahabad (City of God)
is an important centre of Hindu pilgrimage. It contains a fortress built by
Moghul Akbar in 1575.
The traffic thickens as you near Varanasi, the most sacred city of the Hindu
faith.
VARANASI sprawling along the left bank of the Ganga, itts a city thronging with
pilgrims, innumerable shrines, and temples. Among the places of interest are
Durga Temple, Manman din Ghat Palace and the Vishwanath Temple. The river
itself is the main centre of interest, with its crowded ghats• (flights of
steps) leading down to the water. Those who manage to make the ~i1grimage to
die here are burnt on the banks of the Ganga; their ashes being thrown into the
river.
-

Eight miles north of Varanasi is Samath, the ancient Buddhist capital of King
Asoka, which has a fine archaelogical museum.
The easiest way to visit these interesting sights, is to take a Government
Tour, bookable at the Tourist Hostel in Varanasi.

TRAILFINDERS STOP PRESS:

VARANASI INDIAN/NEPALESE FRONTIER
-

NAP~ 64

From Varanasi take the Grand Trunk highway to Sasaram. Like most of the
Indian roads this is a crowded section of the route.
At Sasaram bear left to Bikramganj; by passing Arrah on the way to Patna.
This is a secondary road with a poor surface. The bridge after Arrah is
one way and delays could occur.
PATNA a marvellous view of the öity and river is available from the top
of the Goighar a massive beehived shaped granary built during the 18th
century. Its advisable to spend the night here if you have travelled from
Agra.
-

From Patna a ferry service operates across the Ganges, except during the
monsoon period when the river is in flood. If this is the case the
crossing can be made at Mokanieh, adding an extra 186 kilometers (115
miles). From the landing point a good road takes you to Muzaffpur, onto
the crowded road running to Raxaul.
Customs formalities at Raxaul can be long and tedious.

TRAILFINDERS~ STOP PRESS:

NEPAL
Situated at the base of the triangle formed by the Indian subcontinent, Nepal
is a land locked country embracing part of the Himalayan range. The country is
on three geographical levels:
the tropical, the temperate and the alpine. From the alluvial plains of the
Parai with its rich paddy fields, rise the densely forested Himalayan foot
hills of the Siwalik and Churia ranges. Beyond is the main alpine range of the
Himalayas rising to the worlds highest peak, Mt.Everest (Sagarmatha) 29,028ft.
Nepal is and has always been an independant sovereign kingdom blessed by the
gods and goddesses of both the Hindu and Buddhist faiths.
Customs: Personal effects are duty free along with a quota of 200 cigarettes,
50 cigars and 1 bottle of spirits. Radios, tape recorders, typewriters,
binnoculars cine and still cameras all must be declared with the customs.
Fuel: Petrol 80 ctane 12 rupees per gallon. Diesel 7.50 rupees.
-

-

Roads: Vehicles drive on the left. Nahendra (East—West) High Way which runs
from east to west covering the whole length of the Kingdom of Nepal is under
construction. Vehicles can ply from the eastern part up to the middle part at
Bhairawa approximately 350 miles. And also there are two connecting highways
from Nepal India border points to go to Kathmandu namely Tribhuvan Rajpath
starting from Birgunj to Kathmandu (140 miles) and Siddhartha Rajmarg from
Bhairawa to Pokhara (124 miles) and then by Prithvi Rajmarg to Kathmandu (90
miles). There is another highway known as Aruniko Rajrnarg from Kathmandu to
Nepal Tibet border of the People’s Republic of China (84 miles). Few other
north-south connecting highways are available in other parts of Nepal.
Camping: There are no organised sites in Nepal. Various hotels in
Kathmandu will allow you to use their grounds for camping. It’s
reasonably safe to camp in the surrounding areas of the Kathmandu
Valley.
Trail Finders’ Tip: Best buys are: Tebetian handicrafts from the refugee
centres; Antiques from the bazaars. If you plan to sell your vehicle here, you
should bear in mind that there are local limitations on the age of the
vehicle. Nepolese exchange control does not allow the transfer of rupees from
Nepal. Therefore find a buyer with access to foreign exchange.
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MAP 65

INDIAN/NEPALESE FRONTIER KATHMANDU
-

Birganj is the small Nepalese frontier town. The road from Birganj to Amlekhganj
is across the flat Tarai plains before it starts to ascend through the Himalayan
foothills. From 600 feet above sea level it rises to the pass 8,000 feet before
descending to the Kathmandu valley 4,300 ft above sea level. This whole section
of the route is over narrow, winding tarmac road. Extreme care is needed.
-

From Thankot it’s an easy run to Kathmandu.

TRAILFINDERS’ STOP PRESS:

-

KATHMANDU
The capital of Nepal and the biggest city of the Kingdom; it lies in the
intensively cultivated Kathmandu Valley (4,300 feet above sea level)
surrounded by hills rising to 9,000 feet. Also known as Kantipur it was
extended to its present shape in 723 A.D., by King Gunakama Deva. The city
itself has a strange, almost medieval kind of beauty. Narrow streets, most of
them not much more than lanes, meander all over the city past red— bricked
houses with intricately carved doors, windows and balconies.
Places of interest The centre of the city is called Durbar square, once the
residential area of the old Kings of Nepal, and probably, the most interesting
part of Kathmandu. Here stands the Hanuman Doka, a temple displaying some of
the most erotic sculpture in the world.
Nearby is the House of the Living Goddess, the “goddess” being a young girl
who remains in the house throughout her childhood and is considered sacred
until she reaches puberty.
Not far away is the Singha Durba, the official residence of the Rana Prime
Ministers and said to have been the largest private residence in the world.
Patan: Three miles from Kathmandu, across the river, lies the ancient city of
Patan. Patan is even older than Kathmandu and mt its own way, is even
stranger. Along the quiet,winding streets you’ll discover some of the most
beautiful Buddhist Temples to be found anywhere in Nepal or, for that matter,
anywhere in the world. Patan is also the centre of the beautiful, delicate art
of the Newars.
Swayainbunath: Known as “the Monkey Temple” it sits on a quiet hilltop just
outside Kathinandu, away from the noise of the city. In the main courtyard a
golden stupa rises from a stark white dome that’s ringed with prayer wheels
and altars. Painted on the stupa are huge dreamlike eyes, the all-seeing eyes
of the Lord that gaze out over the Buddhist world.
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CONCLUSION
There it is an unequalled head start in your plans to take on the Asia
Overland route. By its nature, this story does not take kindly to the cramped
confines of any handbook as you’ll find out when you try to explain your trip
one day.
Nevertheless, this folder packs a powerful weight of information from the
first-hand experience of our own staff.
And there’s more. Having read the handbook, your next step is to bring both
questions and problems to our Overland—Asia consultant. He holds regular
sessions at Trail Finders 48 Earls Court Road, London W.8. Apart from his own
experience of the routes available, you’ll have free access to a library of
literature, maps, slides and films of the countries you’re planning to cross.
—

Make no mistake. There’s no substitute for expedition planning and you need
expert advice to test out your own ideas.
Our files, and national press stories, provide sober evidence about people who
set out without advance planning. They may have been a few pounds better off
to start with but many ran into serious problems totally wrecking their trips
and running into debt. With sound advice and careful planning, these problems
could have been avoided and a lot of money saved.
—

So write or call us soon. You are setting out on a personal adventure. Trail
Finders Advisory Service is personal and we have earned our reputation by
making adventure possible for thousands.

Trail Finders Advisory Service, 48 Earls Court Road, London W8 6EJ.
Tel: 01—937—4569

FOOTNOTE:
Advisory Service
Trail Finders have double-checked every detail in the Asia-Overland Handbook
to ensure the highest degree of accuracy. Trail Finders and its consultant can
accept no liability for any unforeseen changes, affecting this information,
which may take place in any of the countries along your r~ute.
An Alternative
We have said that people who opt for Asia-Overland are very special. That’s
true whether you take your own vehicle or travel with one of Trail Finders’
groups.
If you decide that there’s a good reason for not “going it alone” that’s fine.
But don’t waste the initiative and the things you have learnt. We have a
fascinating series of trips planned this year and the price range represents
real value. Whichever way you decide, it’s worth calling us.
-

UP-DATING AND AMENDMENTS JULY 1974
-

Page No.
25. Istanbul Bosphorus Bridge now completed and in use. Toll: 15TL per car. ~27. Ferry
-

from Canakkale runs approximately every two hours now.

35. Sivas has small BP petrol station with area to park motors overnight. Facilities
limited to toilets and cold water spout.
41. On western outskirts Erzerum is BP sation with. large walled in area for parking and
pitching tents. Facilities available: toilets, basins and one very cold shower!
64. Iran side of Turkey/Iran border open until 10:00 pm Iran local time.
NOTE: There is a ONE HOUR time change at this border.
41. Road Zara to Refahiye parts under construction some is now tarmac. Other gravel
-

—

-

sections also being improved. Approx. 40m. tarmac and 24m. gravel.
—MAP 41 Estimated time from Border to Tabriz changed to 4 hours.
-

64. Macou ha.s very nice Public Bath at which one can take a very nice, HOT
shower for 25 rials per person.

—

64. Campsite at Tabriz is signposted well in city. Note that the site is at top of hill on
eastern outskirts overlooking city.

—

—

—

65. Gol-E-Sarah campsite is signposted at roundabout at Shah Memorial. Sign is very small
and difficult to see. From this point campsite is still
at least another 12-15 kms.
There is good bus service from campsite into city. Recommended that buses are used.
Driving in city is MAD and taxis impossible to get
66.Steak at Nehavand now cost about 100 rials. Good four course meal in German Hotel now
about 150 rials.
74. There is a campsite in Gorgon which is signposted in city. Road goes for a fair
distance up.an incline into very wooded area. Facilities limited.
Damavan pass 6,620 ft. 9,000 as quoted.
-

78. Highway now completed to frontier.

76. Highway into Bodjnurd now completed.

78.

Iran has new border facility. Formalities fairly quick. NOTE: time change of ONE HOUR
at Afghani border. It is entirely possible that the Afghani side will be closed between
12:00 and 2:00 PM local time.

83. Also recommended: LODHI HOTEL across from Public Library within easy walk of Kabul
-

Hotel and Kyhber Restaurant.
89, ROAD PERMIT NO LONGER REQUIRED FROM PAKISTAN TO INDIA.

-
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89. ROAD PERMIT NO LONGER REQUIRED FROM PAKISTAN TO INDIA.

-

AMENDMENTS 1974 Contd.
-

-

90. There is a Nepalese Embassy in Islamabad at which it is a relatively simple
matter to obtain your Nepalese visa. (Much faster than in Delhi. Also note:
they may ask for payment in Sterling or American Dollars)
~93.

NOTE: In India be sure to avoid any bank note which is torn. These are not
considered legal tender and will be refused by merchants. Be wary when getting
change and refuse any very old or torn note

105.

Alternate route to Nepal from Delhi: Kanpur, Lucknow, Faizabad, Gorakpur.
Natanwa is Indian border post and formalities can be VERY tedious. (In town
just prior to this post there is petrol station and also facilities for
changing money as there is no bank on Indian side of border.)
NOTE: IT IS POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN A TEMPORARY 7 DAY VISA AT THE BORDER FOR NEPAL.
This can be extended in Kathmandu for 15 days at cost of 1 rs. A Carnet is now
required for travel in Nepal.
The new highway from Bhairawa thru Butwal to Pokhara is very good road. Should
be able to get from border area to Pokhara in about 6 hours.

Page No
21

Women must wear a head scarf in the Mosques

23

There is a notice in the B.P. Kervansaray Mo~camp giving directions to Aydin’s
Garage

25

Istarthul
B.P. Kervansaray Moc~p on right-hand side about 7 miles from centre behind B.P.
petrol station. Just after this one is Camping Londres (cheaper but standard not
so high, however, has a better shop and can get camping gaz refilled here).
Mocamp has hot showers, cooking facilities, restaurant, shop all very clean. Both
full in August. Remember campsite shops usually more expensive than buying
locally. Good Tourist Information at campsite (Mocamp) also just before city
walls on right side both speak English.
-

-

To reach Istanbul from sites various alternatives:
1. take own vehicle and park in Square near Aya Sophia and Blue Mosque at cost of
5TL per day.
2. shared taxi
)
3. bus to centre approx 2.50 Th
all stop outside campsites and very reasonable. Explanations of how to catch these on Mocamp
noti ceboard
-

If you want lift anywhere or to give one go to Pudding Shop.
Cannot buy new cylinders of camping gaz in Istanbul only Propane and Butane
-

35 &
39
Kosk Hotel now much more expensive than quoted
—

43 There is now a new military road open to the public from Horasan
to Dogubayazit. This route is 60 km longer than the route via
Agri. The road is tarmac throughout with the exception of 40km
of gravel
44 Damascus Ar Rutha highway now complete
-

45 &
46
Road to Palmyra is 155km not 82 kms as printed
—

50

It is NOT advisable to drive in Lebanon at night. A more convenient
and easier campsite to find is at Byblos just before Beirut. There
is a new and more interesting road to Damascus from Jetta via

UP DATING AND AMENDMENTS CONTINUED
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64

Campsite price 50 rials per person plus 50 rials for vehicle. Excess Turkish Lira can be
changed into American dollars on the Turkish side of the border.
Auto Formalities: fill in form stating length of stay in Iran and declaration not to
sell the vehicle or take a job. Carnet costs 60 rials.

65

Motorway toll 10 Rials

68

Vehicle service no longer available at Leyland Garage. However, there is a very good
mechanic half mile beyond the campsite towards Saveh.
Landrover Service
V.W. Service

—

—

very efficient (off Eisenhower Aye, north side)

off Eisenhower Avenue south side near Coca Cola factory

American Express representative in Iran Air office. English speaking, efficient. Telex
machine.
-

Tourist office good. English speaking
-

Offices, banks etc

—

closed 1—4 daily. Holiday Friday.

Driving madest of all towns as very fast. No—one looks before coming out of side
turnings. Watch out for orange taxis who stop dead to pick up passengers. Cutting in
frequent and national sport.
-

70

Saadi Hotel now 120 rials. Youth Hostel/Campsite (small) East side of town. Kasra Avenue
to west of Bozorgmehr Avenue Cost Each Person 50 rials
Car
30 rials
Tent
15 rials
New campsite/motel. Road to Shiraz right-hand side of road about 3/4miles from river at
end of Chahar Bagh-E Bala Avenue is a roundabout 3 Kms after this.
-

-

72

Road Esfahan to Shiraz deteriorating. Campsite at Shiraz 20 rials per car, 40 rials per
person to sleep outside, and 70 per person in a tent

UP DATING AND AMENDMENTS CONTINUED
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78

Afghan border open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm

1 hour time change

1.

Customs each person currency declaration form. owner of vehicle
like tape recorders cameras etc and details of vehicle

2.

No carnet but details written in passport

3.

Customs man will change Iran rials bad rate

4.

Visa check with police

5.

Innoculation certificates stamped by doctor

6.

Third party insurance compulsory

-

—

list of all items

—

79

Road tolls now total 350 Afgs

81

Herat. Park Hotel on outskirts of town towards Kandahar. Camping in the grounds 20 Afgs
per person
Kandahar Spozney Hotel closed. Recommend Mayfair Hotel
-

-

83

Campsite closed at Khaga Dam

90

Indo—Pak border now open daily. Trevor Lee’s garage is now at
58 Lawerance Road

97

Y.M.C.A. Tourist Hostel now 38 Rupees a night.

